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The peoples Friends: 


A DISC 'O VE R Y 
Of many 1n the 


ARMY, 


Who are yet faichfull to the 
PEOPLE: 


Being a perfect Relation of the Late Proceed- 
ings of the Agents of divers Regi- 
ments of Horſe : 


| With the manner of their im mprifament, by by fo 
| | Officers ; with the PETITION, of Col. Riches A: 
Regiment to the Generall for the Releaſe 
of their eAgents, 


W; 


Countrey ICH , 


Eaſt you ſhould be weary with inquiring, who will 
& |, & ſhew you any good? I haveexpend ſome time 
2 to ſearch out an Anſwer: bur I cannot bur firft 
juſtifie you in your! mournfull plaint., and Icould 

bemeane your unhappy fate in depending upon falſe friends: 


your hopes were once raifed by the Parliaments promites to 


deliver you from an Arbitrary Government , and to ſecure 
A Your 
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your native Freedome , and to ſtudy alwayes to etcreaſe your 
trappineſle ; and your <xpeQations I know were bigze when 
you had conquered the Common Enemy : but the Warte be- 
ing ended, their promiſes appeared to be but wind, and thei 
fruit to you was but a whirl-wind, your Government was: 
then by no other Tale then che wills of men; Parliament 
Comtnitrees,'ahd Countrty Committees were your abſolute 
Lords, and your burthens were doubled and trebled, and 
no other uſe was made of this opportunity put into the 
Pechaments hands then rocomtinue themſelves fitting at Weſ?- 
miſter, and to devide your Treaſure among|t themſelyes; as 
for your frcedome, je was made a crime almoſt ro name it, 
your very Petitions were burned, and Petitioners impriſoned. 

In this extremity the Army interpoſed in ue laſt to re - 
deeme you from your intended Vaſſalage , they gallantly chal- 
enged your Freedome as your due, and the price of their 
bloud; they promited to ſee your Liberty cleared and ſecured 
according to the Parliaments Declarations, and ſolemnly en. 
Saged ro you, andeach to other on kart 5. 1647.not to Diſ- 
band untill chey had ſufficient Reurity for your freedome; buc 
alas, how hath pride,coveronſheſſe, ambition, or affeQation of 
an ablolnre Dominion, blaſted all the promiſing buds of thoſe 
faire engagements! how is your hopefull remedy the Army 

come an aggravation of your{lavery , they bave made your 
yoaks heavier,and your burthens miote grievous, 

Bur. Countrey-men, Ler.vot yourhearts faile you, ſuppoſe 
not the whole Army ro conſpire ip your —_— take anim- 
partial! view of all pafſagesfince the Armies firt Engazemenc 
at. Newmarket, on June 5.1647. and learne co diſtinguiſh be- 
tween your friends, and your oppreffors. | 

You muſt underſtand that ſome private Soldiers in the ſe- 
verall Regiments, which engagedin the late Warre. conſcien- 
ouſly for your freedom, were the (ole ators which engaged 
the whole Souldiery to Rand unanimouſly to vindicate your 
native Freedoms, theſe were called eAgitators, The grand 
Offcers oppoſed the Sonldiers fir Petition , as long as it was 
for their advantage, and never concurred with them untill 
all danger was pait ; bur having intereſted themſelves in the 
ame Cauſe, alchovgh they ſolemnly engaged, that all wins 

ould 
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ſhould be done by a Councell 4) SO of two Officers and two 
Souldiers to be choſen by every Regiment, yer their ſpirits could 
not beare any Co-partners with them in power, ard therefore they 
firſt diſcouraged the eFgitators as medling with matters which did 
not concern them , then they queſtioned their power, by whom 
indeed themſelves were letled in the power they had; and then they 
mtroduced all Officers into the Councels, when there was Coun= 
cels, and at laſt, they quitediflolved the Councell, and ſome few 
(1f not one alone) 'drew up a ſhort Declaration contrary to their 
firſt Engagement, and would have enforced all atthe Rendevouz 
at Wareand Kingſione to ſubſcribeit; ſo that by the Grand Officers 
wreſting all power out of the «Agitators bands, this ſertlement of 
your Freedoms, and the removall of your grievances hath been 
prevented;yet the ſame honeſt Souldiers in November laſt, attemp- 
red the ſame ſettlement as art firſti, but the Grand Officers ina- 
priſoned the eAgenes, and threatned them all with death. 

Yet fo reſilefleare theſpirits of the honeſt Souldiers, and {odeare 
is the Freedom oftheir Countrey to thera, that the Officers threat- 
nings of death cannor daunt them, and therefore they have been 
and are again endeavouring to fulfill rheir firſt Engagements, and 
to prevent obftrutions , they reſolved to proceed in the moſt 
homble way of Pertitioping, and co thar purpoſe, drew that Pett- 
on which you may hereafter read in this Paper; having prepared 
their Petition, they deſired a meeting of ſome Souldiers of ſeve- 
rall Regiments of Horſe, to conſider of the moſt ſpeedy way to 
offer the Petition toall the Souldiers for their Subſcriptions, ac- 
cordingly ſome met at S. 4/bans about the 24 of eApril,and Col- 
lonell Riches Regiment choſe one of every Troop to meet there 
and give them anaccount of theirproceedings, but being mer to- 
gether, Cap. Brown, Cap.(ladman, Cap. Packer, and other Officers | 
_ ruſhed violently into the place, where they were mer, and impri- 

foned all their perſons, and carryed them to Windſor, where they 
remaine Priſoners. . 

Now yee people of England, whether theſe Priſoners be your 
friends, I referreto your own judgements , let the Perition which 
they were promotivg,and joynipg in with the Ealtern Alociation, 
ler thar ſpeak for them, 
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T's the honourable the Commons of England afſembled in Parliament. 
T he kumble Petitionof many Officers and Sauldier imhe Army, 

Sheweth, | : 

Har firſt we ingaged in Indgement and conſcience, to oppoſe 
1 the King in aſſuming to himlelte a power Superiour to yours, 
declaring all yonr Orders to be void and nul withcur his conſent, 
in hisclayming an abſolute power over the A*litra, and in his en- 
deavours to make the Government wholly Atbitray, and himſelfe 
unaccountable; and you for your parts were ingaged to refioreus to 
our native Freedomes, if God gave good ſucceſle to that war, that 
when the common enemy wasſubdued they ſhould thiclt after our 
native Freedoms, prevailed with us to concurr with you in anew 
engagement, inoppoſition toa potent party in the houſe which in- 
vaded our liberties, and endeavoured to perpetuate this Parl, and 
inſlave us againe to Arbitrarypower ; and you were plealed then 
togive us hopes by divers Vores, that the happy ends ofour former 
and latter Engagements ſhould be made good to us, and the who!e 
Nation; that nevertheleſle we ſee the opprefſions of the people as 
far from being removed or leſſened, as if our ranſome coli no biood, 
and yet we findour ſelves to be rendred the burthen anddifturbers 
of the Nation, by the daily outcryes againſt us for not Randing up 
for Iuſtice and Freedome, according to your and our promiles and 
Declarations ; and although we doe gratefully acknowledge theſe 
hopefull Votes that nomore addreſſes fhould be made to, nor recei- 
ved from the King ; yet hitherto we ſee no Juſtice orcommon free= 
dom hath followedthoſe Votes : that the ſence of our duty ro the 
Country, and that feareof compulſion which threatens the Com- 
mon- Wealth through the generall diſcontent» of the people. pro - 
vokes us to fqllicite in their behalfes : that the engagements fi;(t 
and laſt, and the many pretences of this bouſe to make the Nation 
free, may at laſt be fulfilledand performed ; We humbly repreſen 
our former defires wich a more full explanation of our intention 
cherein. As firſt chat a period of time be prefixed when the Parlia- 
ment ſhall certafnly end. 2. Thar of courſe every ſecond yeare 
there be a free and equall eleRtion of repreſentatives by the 
people, ro make their Lawes free without ob{{ruRions or interrup- 
tions, by the pretences of any man whomlſoever, to a negative voice 
ex check upon them : that ſo no Engliſh man maybe bound but by 
his repreſentatives without which there is po freedom, g. Thar 
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there be a known and certain rule between the pecple and theirrepre- 
ſentatives that arecho!en and intruſled with that tuprezme power of 
making Lawes; as firſt, that the time of their ccntir uence of tiuſt be 
cerraine, and that their meeting be diflolvedof ccurſe at ſome prefix» 
ed pericd of time, Ard 2, that it be ceclared, that their power 
extends nct to inforce and compell the conſciences of 2ny in the mar- 
rer of Gods worſhip : wherein none can without wilfull 6n conſent, 
remit, orexceed cne title what their conſcierccs diQates to them to be 
the will of God. 2. That their powerextcnds not to preſſe or inforce 
any mansperſon toſeive in War, And 4. that it be declared to be 
intended by the people in their truſt, that all Laws to bemade by them 
may be equall and alike, binding unto every Engliſh man, withour 
reſpe& to Birth, Tennor,Partenr, Place, Offceor any other pretended 
priviledge, and that they ſhall not make ſuch Laws as ſhall be clearely 
and evidently diftruQtive to their lives, properties, and liberties. And 
5+ that for 1eculity of all perſons engaged in the publick difference 
fipce 1640. It be declared thatno repreſentatives of the people after 
theend of thisprelent Parliament ſhall have power tointermeddle with 
thoſe matters of publique difference ; otherwile then in execution of 
theirjudgement: And we deſire that this rule between the pecp'e and the 
repreſentatives, may beinſerted into a contrzA to be ſealed betweenthe 
people and all their repreſentatives, upon the dayes of their ſeverall 
elections reipeRively ; and that all the foregoing particulars being efſen- 
tiall to freedome, may be tetled by an Agreement :mong the people, 

4. That there be a regulated courſe ot jultice ſerled, and all ar- 
bitrary powers aboliſhedas farre as may be. 

5. That alidangercus Preſidents of preventing the people from, and 
irpriſening of , and declating them as enemies to the State, for 
pet.cionivg may be raken away , and that undovbred 1ight ct theirs publ:ckly 
cleared, 6, That accounts be givento the peo le of their dilbum ſments of the 
vaiie Summes ot money lcavied xnd paid ; ard that henceforth al! publick chore 
ges te exactly computed, and only monies proporticnable leaviid, and that 
the accounts be op.n tothe view of ail men, and frequently pub} ſhed 3; 7 Thar all 
Prifoncrs according to theintentct the Law te brovghtto a ſpeedy hearing, and 
juſt rriall. And that ſuch as are unjufily impriſoned way with their liberties have 
due reparations.. &#. Thatthe anticnt and a'moſt antiquared badge of flaicry, 
that is, all bale Tenures of Lands, as by C: pycs and Fines at wi ), by oathes of 
fealty, homage. &c, ( the Conquerours brand upon the people ) may be taken 
away, and ro that end, that a proportionable value be ſer, at which the Poſſcſ- 
ſour> of Land ſo holden. may purchale themſcives free-holders which if notwil- 
ling,or not able ro doe,tharthen after a-prefixed period of ting: bd ries 


' vented from drawing ment» 2 War againſt themſelves, by verrue of an aweupon 
them by ſuch depenuant Yenures, | 

1 heſe things we humbly pray may be done, ſe led, and provided forthwith,thar 
ſo ſpcey proceedings may be made to redreſſe the other common gricyances of 
the people z that our Lawes and all procecdings therein way be in Engliſh, and 
theinnuTcrable abuſcs thereof remedied, and theplaces for minittration of juſtice 
and juſtice irſclfe may no longer be bought and ſold, thar Monopolies may be 
aboliſhed and care tzken to rencw the decayed trade of the Nation, thar the 
be may be provided for, and none ſuffered ro beg their bread ; that publick 

:brs maybe computed and put into ſome probable way of being ſatisfied ; rhe 
burihens of rythes, exciſe, and whatſoeverelſe is juſtly grievous may be remo-+ 
ved : Andunlelſe theſe prudent foundations of freedom and juft Government may 
te eſtabliſhed, we conceive thatneither you nor we can ſatisfic our coniciences,that 
ſo much blood hath been fhed in the proſecution rhercof, or in Continuing an 
Army, whe contrary to their own defire areconſtrained to live uponthe labours 
ef others for nought, and therefore defire thor ſufficient inderopmuty may be pre» 
v:ded for allour engagements whatſoever, with either Parliament or Acmy,inall 
things done in erder to our utmoſt proſecution thereof; that accounts may be 
juſtly ſtared, that ſome conſiderable part of the Souldiers arreares may be given 
them, and goodſecuiiry for the remainder z andthat we may be diſcharged trom 
thispreſent imployment, either ro returne quietly tour ſeverall callings, if we 
' canbeare the yoake of our flayery, or otherwiſe to depart the Nation, to (cer 
our fieedome in lome wilderncfle, ; 


T He impriſonment of the Agents for preparing this Petition, much affeRedthe 
Scldiery of Col, 8iehes Regiment, and withallſpeed they frameda Petition to 
the Generall for the rcleaſe oftheir Agents. The Copy thereof herefollowerh 


To his Excellency Thomas Lord Fairfax Captain Generall ofthe Forces 
under the Command of the Parliament. 


T he humble Petition of the Souldiers of Colonel Rich his Regiment, 


Sheweth, 


- as in Indgement and conſcience, we firſt engaged in the late 1 arre, for our Native 
rights and freedomes, ſo likewiſe upon the ſame account , we refuſed to Dizband , and 
entred ini0aſolemne Engagement at Ncw-Market, when our freedoms were invaded, and 
the fundamenta!lright of Petitioning denied us. 

That upon the ſame ground, after much patience in waiting ſor the ſecuring our common 
Rights according tothe Engagemcn!, Fe intruſted ſeverall of our fellow Souldicrs to meet 
with ſome of other Regiments at S.Albans, togive us anaccount of the'y procerdings. 

T bat while they were proceeding in a moſt unqueſtionable juft way of preparing a Pe- 
tition, they were vio{ently ſeized upon, and impriſoned , all which (if it were doxe by 
order {rom your Excellency ) we hope did proceed from a miſunderſiauding of our, and 
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That our fcllow Souldiers being employed l, As as Azentsinonrbebalfe, we :[treme ue 
ſelves obliged both in conſcience and honour to ve Copartners with them in whatſoever 
rondition theyare, or ſhall be nuotuved by reaſon of that implayment : and our reſoluti- 
ons are to adbere faithfully to them , in tbe vindication of their innocent intentions , in 
proſecuting our ſolemn Engagement, or to ſuffer equally with them, 

Your Petitioners therefore bumbly pray, that our ſaid Agents nov under 
reſtraint may be forthwith releaſed, according to the preſent urgent ne- 
ceſſities, and without further deſcanting delayes, which bave already made 
us odious to the people, we may all joyne together , and effeftually endeavour 
zo fulfill our firſt engagements to the peop'e, andeach to the other ,by («t'ing. 
and ſecuring the Nations common Rights and Freedomes. 


And they ſhall pray &c, 


He Regiment employed t yo Soldiers to preſent this Petiti- 
on, and after the Grand Officers had long conſulted, they 


called inthe Meſſengers,and deſcanted Rrangely uj on the Pe- 

tition ,andexamined them upon Interogatories, as who deli- 
veredit tothems, and whom they ſee ſubſcribe #; but the meſſengers re- 
fuſed to berray theirliberties inanſwering 1nterogator.es,and told them 
they were employd by the Regiment to deliverthe Petition and their 
Subſcriptions wree annexed, and they had noother meſſzge;then they 
threatned them with death ſeverally,but yet they ſaid at lati they would 
ſhew them metcy, and ſo releaſed them. 

Now Ceountrey-men, conſider low deeply you are concerned inthe 
iwpriſonment of theſe your friends, judge whether your Freedoms can - 
ever be ſecured , urlciie the foregoing Petition be granted, and judge - 
how deſperate your condition is, 1f once your Liberty of Pericioniant 
loſt, if it ſhall be a crime to meet and confider how to beg for your 
Right,unto what lower degree of ſlavery,can you be reduced? TheParli- - 
ament Favececlaredit,to be their duty to receive Petitions though a-. 
gainft eſtabliſhed Lawes: Theig are their words in their Declaration of 
Sert.2. 1642. 1. book Decla.p. 532. We acknowledge wee have recei- 
ved Petitions for the removeall of things eſtabliſhed by Law,and we mutt * 
fay , and all that know what belong to the courſe and praflice of Tarli- 
ents, will ſay, that we ought to doe ſo, and the Liberty of Petitioning , 
being the loweſt degree of freedoms ; the invalion of that was the firlt oc- 
cafion of the Armies refuſall rodisband , and engaging againft Hollis his 
Faction; thercforel ſay again, confider wherher neceſlity do 1:0t now require your 
ſpeedy aſfiftance of theſe your Friends, who have thus conſtantly endeav« ured and 
hazarded themſclves for your f:celowe ; and obſerve good people, it is nor the 
Sou!dicry that enſlave you, but they are enf)aved equally with you, they are denyed 
the common right of petitioning, and for your ſakes they ſuffer, _ 


LA 


2 . 

© Dfef, Butirwilltc ob;eAcd that the gran Officers oppoſe not the Freedom e, 
which the u!dicrs thus proſecute, buttheirregular maner ofrheir proſecution of ic, 

Anſvy, Wh:rcin can itbelaid rhey hay: been ircegulary 1s itin Petitioning with -. 
o1ttheir Cfficers{ was there ever ſuch a band upon the douldicrs, exther by the 
L: w or Realon, thatchey theul1 por Petition withcur their Officers ?- hall not 
the Souldicrs begge for whar they want, unk fle they pleaſe ? bur luppoſe there be 
ſomac irregularity, in riding trom one Regiment to 2nother without licence from 
their Officers or diſputing ſuch Commands, yer who could have imagined that the 
Offcers of this Army ſhould dare roobjct ir againſt the Souldicry Owill notthe 
neceiſity of ſuch aQings juſtite the (ceming irregulariticsz was not thart all their 
pleain Iuze laſt, when chey were irregularin the higheſ degree, and rejoycedand 
applauded the Sovldicrs for their heing irregular ; and was it nor upon the ſame 
ground thrthey oppoſed the Parlian ent, becauſe they wade an Orde: to ſuppreſle 
a Petition amongſt the Souldery, and declared thoſe Encwies to the State thar 
promoted it, and though thatPerition waspromored contrary tothe Officers minds, 
and Col. Kich andothers fent exprefie Orders ro ſupprefle it , and though the Par- 
liament proceeded net ro impriſen ſuch as a& abour it; yer when they werein- 
rer«cd init, they declared,intheirRepreſentation of Inne ;. that that Prefident of 
the Parliaments Order to ſuppreffe the Petition, if ir ſhould ſtand good, did read 
in the ccnſequence of it, to render all Souldicrs under this Parlizmerit the worſt of 
faves, and all ſubges little berter 2 and the like theydeclared in the Remonſtr, 
of 1:.ne 13, bur befidcs, is it more irregular to diſpute an Officers Command then 
rodiſpute che Parliaments Orders? and did not the Generall, and the Liestenant 
Ger erallcountecr ance the Souldiers, and approvethem, when they reſolved a Ren» 
deyouz wit! out the Gencrall;if he would not Order it,and were any of che Souldi- 
ers diſtountenanced when theydiſmounted, bear and hourcd out of the ficls ſuch 
Officers 2s would haye obeyed the Parliaments Commands ? and ſurely, none 
will ay there is nor now the ſame neceſſity to juſtific theſe attings as was then 
nay , is not the neceſſity farre greater ? the Liberties of the people are neither 
cleared rorſecured, the very right of Petitioning, is in ahigher manner invaded, 
more are now impriſoned for Pettioning and meeting about Petitions, then ever 
fince England ſtood, and notonlythe Parliament,'but the Army is now fo odious to 
the peoplefor breaking their firſt promiſes and engagements, that the peopleare 
ready tO cut the throats of all Souldiers without diftintion , and the whole Narion 
is ready to periſh with diſtraRtions anddiſcontents through want ofa ſettlement, 

Now Ictall Fnglith men andall Scu'diers confider , whether they may not bid 
adiew to Freedom, if they ſuffertheirfrierds to want aft:ſtance inproſecwirgrheir 
fiſt Engagements. Col, Kiches Regiment have bcen conſtrained toreſcueſome of 
their 4gexts from Prilcn, and therefore they expe now the immediateaſſiſtance 


of all honeſt men in cvery Regiment. | 
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